
Natick Comets Hockey Club, Inc. 
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

Monday, September 17, 2018 
 
 
 
In attendance: 
– board members: Steve Peck, Chris Boyer, Dave Camacho, Pat MacDonnell, 
Mark Dangelo, Nancy Midura,  Britt Campbell, Andrea Smith, Clare Haswell, Dave 
Hoffman, Matt Schneider, Tom Goss, Diane Howard, Chris Hubbard, Mike Meehan, 
Kristin Buckler, Larry Slotnick,  
– non-board members:  none 
 
 
Call to Order Board of Directors meeting:  7:03pm 
   
  
Approval of Prior Board Meeting Minutes: A request was made for a final review and 
approve the meeting minutes from the last meeting, August 20, 2018. The minutes were 
emailed to members prior to the meeting. A motion to approve was made by Britt Campbell and 
seconded by Larry Slotnick which resulted in unanimous approval.   
     
Treasurer’s Report:  Mike Meehan handed out bank statements to the group for review and 
briefly discussed the finances of the Comets.  Mike pointed out that he and Sean Whalen will 
meet and finalize the hand-off of responsibilities for the Treasurer’s position.  He also added that 
the 8/31/18 fiscal year end audit will start soon.  He also reminded the committee that the 
amount the Comet’s reimburse teams for tournament fees is $950.  The most efficient way for 
the individual team representative, who is planning and signing up a team for a tournament, to 
facilitate the reimbursement process is to pay for the whole tournament and then ask the 
Comets to reimburse the $950.  The families on the team have to cover the remainder of the 
total cost. The amount of time it takes to get reimbursed from the Comets is about a week.  No 
vote was necessary.        
 
Larry Slotnick resigns as President of the Comets organization: Larry announced to the 
group that he was resigning from the position of President of the Comets. He also let the group 
know that Steve Peck was willing and able to take on the responsibilities of the role of 
President.  Larry made it clear that he would have reached his six-year term limit relatively soon.  
There was a general discussion around the room which lead Larry to ask for a motion to 
approve Steve Peck as the Interim President until such time that a formal vote is taken (most 
likely at the annual meeting) and the motion was seconded by Dave Camacho. The result of the 
vote was unanimous approval.      
 
Checking Clinic: Steve Peck lead a discussion about having the checking clinics earlier in the 
year so that PeeWee players can get used to checking earlier in the season and possibly be 
used as substitute players for the Bantam teams.  The Bantam B team had to forfeit a game 
because they did not have enough players and the PeeWee’s were not comfortable playing up 
at the Bantam’s level where checking is allowed.  No vote was necessary.  



 
Valley league player registration – Team parent role: Steve peck lead a discussion about the 
need for each player to be registered with Valley League.  Diane Howard as the Team Parent 
Coordinator will contact each team parent and ask them to coordinate registration process with 
their respective teams and make sure it is completed.  No vote was necessary. 
 
 
Email Phishing - beware:  Steve Peck asked people to please be aware that there have been 
numerous instances of board members receiving emails from fake email accounts made to 
appear like Larry Slotnick’s emails address.  These emails have requested money to be sent to 
various locations so please be wary of these kinds of scams. No vote was necessary. 

 

Scheduling Midget practices: Steve Peck raised the issue of trying to schedule the Midget 
practices for times other than Friday nights during football season because of the number of 
kids that will miss the practices.  There was a discussion around the room on whether this was 
possible given the complexity of the scheduling and no final decision was made.  No vote was 
necessary.  

 

Tier classifications for PeeWee’s and Squirts:  Britt Campbell brought up the topic of Tier 
classifications for these two levels with respect to who the teams will be competing against.  
USA Hockey has four Tiers: Tier I is generally for Select teams, Tier II is for a town’s A, Tier III 
is for B’s and Tier IV is for C’s and D’s.  Britt brought up the possibility of always having the 
town’s 3rd team go into the Tier IV because it would be easier for them to advance in the State 
tournament.  So, for instance, the PeeWee’s have B1 and B2 teams and they are currently both 
in Tier III.  The suggestion was to put the B2 team in Tier IV along with the C and D teams.  
There was a lengthy discussion around the room as a result of the suggestion.  As part of the 
discussion, both Steve Peck and Chris Hubbard both stated that the placement of the B2 team 
in Tier III was done purposefully because the evaluators indicated the talent level on that team 
is more like a B team than a C team so they belong in Tier III.  The result of the discussion was 
that many of the people in the room felt that the decision to place a team in a particular Tier 
should come down to the evaluation of the team talent level for that year and not a hard and fast 
rule.  Because the determination of Tier’s for this year was made using that guideline, no 
changes were made to the Tiers.  No vote was necessary.     

 

Comets Jersey’s:  Britt Campbell emphasized that each team should make sure they check 
the jersey’s that they receive at the beginning of the year to make sure they have all of the 
correct numbers and sizes.  No vote was necessary.  

 

Goalie Clinic: Britt Campbell initiated a discussion about the current policy of reimbursing 
players for participating in the Rob Day Goalie Clinic, which is made up of 20 sessions at $1,100 



(half paid by the Comets and half paid by the player).  This clinic held its first session of the year 
on Monday, September 17, 2018 (same night as this board meeting).  The question that was 
posed to the group was, can players get reimbursed for participating in other goalie clinics 
besides the Rob Day clinic?  The point was made that this topic was brought up at the June 18th 
meeting and the Directors voted to only reimburse players if they participated in the Rob Day 
clinic, so the Comets can take advantage of the lower price for enrolling goalies as a group.  At 
the end of the conversation, it was agreed that we would stick with the current policy that was 
voted in during the June meeting and take up the subject again at a future date.  No vote was 
necessary.              

 

Registrar’s update:  Clare Haswell asked the group who they thought people should reach out 
to within the Comets organization when they have a question about payments and fees.  Also, 
who should decide upon and process fee adjustments for people?  Currently, people reach out 
to a variety of people (registrar, treasurer, other Board members) and it can cause confusion 
about how to handle these individual circumstances.  A discussion ensued and at the end of the 
conversation Clare indicated that she will reach out to Sean Whalen and Mike Meehan to try 
and come to a consensus.  No vote was necessary.   

    

Changes to Team Names:  Andrea Smith presented to the group the policy of USA hockey 
with respect to team names.  The names are different from what the Comets use currently.  No 
Vote was necessary.  Here are some examples: 

Comets          USA Hockey 

A  A  

B1                   Ba  

B2  Bb 

U8                   8U 
 
U10                 10U 
 
 
Customized slides (footwear): Steve Peck brought two pairs of the new Slides to the meeting 
for the group to see.  There may be the opportunity to display these in the case at the front of 
the Rink.  Players will have to opportunity to purchase these on the Comets web site. No vote 
was necessary. 

 
 
Adjournment: 8:30pm	


